Effect of ionizing radiation on liver microcirculation and oxygenation.
Platelet aggregation and adhesiveness, as well as TPO2 responses to hypoxia were measured as microcirculation parameters in beagle dogs subject to Co60 ionizing radiation to a dose of 4600 rads in 5 weeks. Simultaneously, changes in blood chemistry and coagulation were also determined. Marked changes in all studied parameters in the post radiation period lead to the conclusion that radiation liver damage is at least in part mediated through microcirculation disturbances.